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TESTIMONY ON HOUSE BILL 1416 
RELATING TO HEALTH. 

by 
Nolan P. Espinda, Director 

Department of Public Safety 
 

House Committee on Health 
 Representative John M. Mizuno, Chair  

Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair 
 

Tuesday, February 12, 2019, 9:00 a.m. 
State Capitol, Conference Room 329 

 

Chair Mizuno, Vice Chair Kobayashi, and Members of the Committee: 

The Department of Public Safety (PSD) hereby submits testimony in support 

of House Bill (HB) 1416, which would establish a suicide prevention commission to 

research and recommend methods for preventing suicides in Hawaii’s correctional 

facilities.   

Thank you for the opportunity to present this testimony. 
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HB-1416 
Submitted on: 2/11/2019 12:15:08 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/12/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kim Coco Iwamoto Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in STRONG SUPPORT of HB1416. It is so important to gather experts on suicide 
to address the responsibility the state has to human beings in its custody or care; 
however, I hope this does not become another legislative smoke and mirror trick to 
pretend the problem is being addressed but infact it will become another plan that never 
gets implemented.  

We do not need to wait until 2026 to begin addressing the known precursors to these 
suicides and attempted suicides - namely over-utilization of "lockdowns" and 
segregation. 

Thank you, 

Kim Coco Iwamoto 

 



HB-1416 
Submitted on: 2/11/2019 10:15:04 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/12/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Brent Oto Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1416 
Submitted on: 2/11/2019 9:38:03 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/12/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Melodie Aduja 

O`ahu County 
Committee on 

Legislative Priorities of 
the Democratic Party of 

Hawai`i 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 1416 
 
TO: House Committee on Health 
 
FROM: Nikos Leverenz, Grants, Development & Policy Manager 
 
DATE: February 12, 2019 (9 AM) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Chair Mizuno, Vice Chair Kobayashi, and Committee Members: 
 
Hawai`i Health & Harm Reduction Center (HHHRC) ​supports​ SB 1416, which would 
establish a suicide prevention commission to examine, evaluate, and determine methods to 
improve education, awareness, support services, and inmate outreach to best prevent 
suicides in Hawaii's correctional facilities. 
 
The state has an obligation to ensure the life, health, and well being of those in correctional 
custody. Of particular concern is the overuse of segregation, which exacerbates pre-existing 
mental health conditions. Segregation has negative emotional, cognitive, behavioral impacts 
for those without pre-existing mental health conditions, and these impacts can impact 
functioning after release from segregation and from incarceration. 
 
The Department of Public Safety disclosed to the HCR 85 Corrections Reform Task Force 
that three-quarters of those in jail or prison are incarcerated for Class C felonies or lower. 
The continued incarceration of individuals who pose low safety risks to the community is 
costly, ineffective, and injurious to individual and public health. 
 
HHHRC works with many individuals who are impacted by social determinants of health. 
Many face challenges related to substance use and mental health. Protracted involvement 
in the criminal justice system for those who are more suited for care within a therapeutic 
model is neither wise nor compassionate public policy.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 

Q
HAWA|‘l HEALTH
& HARM REDUCTION CENTER
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HB-1416 
Submitted on: 2/11/2019 9:48:23 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/12/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Pua Kaninau Santos 
Oahu Prevent Suicide 

Hawaii Taskforce 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is Pua Kaninau-Santos, Chair of the O`ahu Prevent Suicide Hawai`i Task 
Force. 

As a survivor of a teen's son's suicide I know the heartbreak and impact on families and 
the comunity from suicides.  Suicides are Preventable! 

Please vote yes to support the passage of this bill. 

Mahalo, 

Pua Kaninau-Santos 
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HB-1416 
Submitted on: 2/12/2019 7:12:07 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/12/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

William N. Arakaki Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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